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PREFACE

Since March, the new coronavirus has spread rapidly; the
epidemic has become more and more severe, and the
number of infections and deaths has continued to rise.
Countries around the world have closed their borders and
locked down their cities...After nearly half a year of standstill,
the GTA has gradually transited through its cold winter into
spring and now the hot summer and people have
experienced subtle changes in their daily life, work, church
worship, and the forms and ways of interaction with others.

The church has managed to carry out its functional activities
such as Sunday worship, Sunday school, prayer meetings
and fellowship/small
group meetings by using
social media such as
online platforms and
video conferences. After
these changes, in the
face of the uncertainty of
when and how the church
can return to physical worship, and many worries, God has
continuously used the pastors' kind words to comfort, cheer
and inspire us!

While many brothers and sisters took the opportunity to

express their experience and feelings during the epidemic;

some just share their insight from reading spiritual books in
this issue of The Burning Wick. Sister

: Elena Yip from the Mandarin congregation
rested in the Lord on June 20. The brothers
and sisters missed her so much that they

,:‘ wrote articles to reflect on some of her life

events, and her beautiful testimony gave us
a lot of reflections on life! May God's spirit
always inspire our humble heart to listen to His voice!



| am grateful for all of your contributions to this issue of the
Burning Wick. | also like to thank sister Edith To and brother
Sam Chang for proofreading and reviewing, and pastors for
their support. May God continue to make great use of this
ministry!

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think
about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or
heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God

of peace will be with you.
--Phil 4:8-9
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I Love Sunday Pastor Jordan Tetley

Sunday is the one day of the week that | get to gather with
other believers to connect
with God, and serve
alongside my brothers and
sisters. Before this
pandemic | could have
counted on one hand the
number of times | have
missed going to church. |

say that because it's been a habit for our family to seek out a

place to worship even while on vacation.

| don't think any of us would have imagined in 2020 that the

church worldwide would not be able to gather in person for

Sunday worship services. Although we all understand why we

cannot meet or see one another, that doesn’t mean that it is
easy.

Here are some things | have been reminded of during this
period.

1. We are designed for relationship:

The Church is not just a building, it is people.

We have a habit of going to a church building, but even
without a building to meet in, the church still exists. | have
learned the importance of keeping in touch and praying for
those in the church.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ
Jesus.
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We need relationships and it has been during this time that |
have been so thankful for those I have been in relationship
with. Its hard to build great relationships in the midst of a
crisis but | have been amazed at how a simple telephone call
or a Zoom small group meeting has encouraged me. If you
haven't had strong relationships within the church; now is a
great time to prioritize having them. I'd encourage you to
make the decision to join a fellowship, small group or prayer
meeting. It is in these relationships that we can encourage and
be encouraged in our faith.

2. The Church is Resilient
2 Timothy 4:2A
Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;

Due to the wonder of technology, churches all around the
world have found a way to continue to meet digitally. These
unplanned steps of change and innovation are very beneficial
for the church moving forward. Even in the midst of this
pandemic, churches around the globe are continuing to
proclaim the gospel. We need to be active in continually
seeking the Lord’s guidance in how we can continue to make
a difference in our neighbourhoods and communities.

3. The Importance of Meeting Together

Hebrews 10:24-25

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging
one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.

As great as it is attending church in our homes, I still deeply



miss Sunday gatherings. There is something special that
happens when we gather to worship and hear the Word of

God together. | pray as we begin to see our city open up again,
that we will not only have a desire to return to corporate
worship together but cherish every Sunday we have the
privilege of worshiping together.

This Season’s Choice Victoria Mok

What I'm trying to do here is get you to relax, not to be so preoccupied
with getting so you can respond to God’s giving. People who don’t
know God and the way he works fuss over these things, but you know
both God and how he works. Steep yourself in God-reality, God-
initiative, God-provisions. You'll find all your everyday human concerns
will be met. Don’t be afraid of missing out. You're my dearest friends!
The Father wants to give you the very kingdom itself. - Luke 12:29-32
(The Message)

We all have had to lay many plans down during the COVID-
19 pandemic. From plans to try new restaurants to international
mission trips, from doctor’s appointments to even the usual grocery
shopping routines, our schedules have been upended and we’re all
learning to cope with missing out on things we once took for
granted.

As an introvert though, I've relished in the social downtime
we’'ve been handed. I'm enjoying my one metre commute to work
from bed to desk (all the gas money I've saved!), and I've taken back
up that time-consuming hobby of knitting in lieu of eating out with
friends. There is also a lot more time to think, and my thoughts in
these past few months have often drifted toward things I wanted to
accomplish but still haven’t done.

So it’s strange to me that in a unique historic moment where
[ finally have the time to relax that I find myself unable to do so.
What is it that makes me so restless in a time when the whole world
has been forced to come to a full stop?



I've been reading a book called Inner Compass by Margaret
Silf, and in it, she talks about watching boats waiting to be carried
further into a canal while being in a lock chamber. She says that a
boat could very well get lost in being trapped in the confines of the
lock chamber and feel that this was all there is to life, or the boat can
put trust that this lock chamber is but a season and a part of its
journey into bigger adventures down the canal.

It's about perspective.

In my quiet times recently, God brought me twice to the
passage in Luke 12:29-32. In Jesus’ admonition for me to relax and
not to be so preoccupied with getting, I realize that my hand fisted
around things like my frustrations toward an ill-fitting job and my
desire for ministry success. [ want a better job where I can thrive. I
want to recover more energy so I can do better in my ministries.
These things constitute my own lock chamber where 1 have spent
much time staring at the walls. In those moments of quietness, I
sense God telling me to open up my tight-fisted heart and learn to
trust in his reality and his provisions. When I allow myself to do that,
God will give me his very kingdom.

This reminds me of another passage that has stirred my
heart in occasions past and especially in today’s climate:

“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
See, [ am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.” - Isaiah 43:18-19

As we all adjust to living an increasingly uncertain life, where
all we seem to have left are question marks of the future, we have a
choice to make. One option is to clamp our fists around what we
have known and claw fretfully for the ideals we’ve carved out for
ourselves. The other option is to open up our fists to let the former
things go and watch prayerfully and expectantly for the things God
has for us on the horizon. I find myself battling between these two
options on a daily basis, and I find that on the days when I loosen my



tight grip on the world and remain expectant of what God is about to
do, I get glimpses of the river He is already carving in my wilderness
places. I realize then that God’s kingdom is unfolding in my very own
life.

If you too have panicked over the lack of progress and the
uncertainty of life during the course of COVID-19, allow God’s words
to challenge us to trust that this time is but a season in the lock
chamber. Perhaps there is a specific lesson to be learned. Perhaps we
are being nudged to open up our tight fists around certain dreams so
that God can replace it with something new. Perhaps God is turning
our eyes away from our own accomplishments and needs and simply
steering us back toward
himself. Whatever it may
be, let’s take this time to
refocus our eyes on Jesus
who like in days past,
continue to do a new thing |
in our lives and in the
world. We'll see it if we
take the time to sit still and
relax in his presence.

Relation for Life the Idiot

Concept we need to secure

1. A family (or relatives) we cannot choose. You may say it is
given by God to each of us.

2. Friends are on the other hand chosen by ourselves. Family
or relatives are not necessary friends. Some relatives will
never be friends. When we make friend with each other, we
need to appreciate and help each
other. T ol

3. When two persons get married, @Zday. Q?
we bring two groups of people 'l_'\é/E(c)ol;g\EI\g)lL,}le_S
together. Those two groups of | ¥ a:(lﬁafyau (ease

people become relatives. PICK A SEAT
1 «notasides [




Therefore, don’t treat or identify them as my relatives and
your relatives. They are our relatives. Otherwise, it will
create depression, anxiety, or other emotional disorder.

Success in Macro view
1. When two persons getting married, you are not in

competition. You complement each other. With God’s
grace, you are here to create a beautiful family. Marriage is
not just to find a right person for yourself, but being the
right person for your loved one to create a beautiful life so
both of you can enjoy together for the rest of your lives.
Marriage is the promise to accept each other in your whole
life (i.e. to accept both the good and the bad of each other).
Marriage between two persons (a man and a woman) is the
total commitment of a total person for the total life to each
other and to God.

Communication starts with listening. We are not here to
over power or judge the other. We need to understand what
is disturbing the other, so we can make the situation better
for both of you. You can never be too busy for your family.
Sacrifice your family life for anything else is not worth it.
“Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to
anger; for the anger of man does not produce the
righteousness of God.” (James 1:19-20)

Success in God’s view (ESV)

1.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living
thing that moves on the earth. (Genesis 1:28)

Therefore, a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to
his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Genesis 2:24)

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)
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4. For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure. (Philippians 2:13)

5. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law, he meditates
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields
its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he
prospers. (Psalm 1:2-3)

Experiencing God through WhatsApp Doris Mok

Generally speaking, retirement is synonymous with freedom for
most of us. We had great plans when we left the labour force in
mid-January 2018: no more alarm clocks, no more schedules, no
more commute, freedom to work on home projects, travel plans,
missions, etc... However, it appears that God had His own plans
for us, which we never saw coming in the rearview mirror.

Two days after we joined the “Freedom Club”, we found ourselves
driving to Montreal to spend some time with Mama and the family.
Little did 1 know that we would be doing this same trip 14 times
over the next two years. On multiple occasions, | went by myself
to care for Mama, whose aging health required extra personal help.
My love for travelling was certainly being well served, although
not in the way | had planned!

We were also committed to help out with our grandchildren’s after-
school care which, of course, is a blessing, but quite demanding at
the same time. It is almost as much as a full-time job, if I may say
so! Most parents will surely relate to the daily routine of preparing
dinner and feeding the kids, driving them to their extra-curricular
activities, ensuring they do their homework and all this, as they
race against the clock and the fast approaching bedtime.

So, a few months ago, when the province was hit by COVID 19,
everything came to a halt. Being in the “vulnerable seniors and at
risk” group, we were suddenly confined to the house. For the first
time since we retired, our schedule was cleared and we were
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“released” of all commitments: no more pick-ups from school, no
more driving around to and from extra-curricular activities, no
more grocery shopping and, sadly, no more trips to Montreal. The
children brought in all the groceries and everything else that we
needed and even more! We could finally sleep in, cook and eat
whatever and whenever we felt like it, without being constrained
by the school timetable... so free! We were finally enjoying our
retirement and taking up projects that had been put on the back
burner for many years!

I have been able to spend more time in daily devotions and prayer.
While this scary pandemic was ravaging the world, | joined several
national prayer meetings to pray for our country, our government
leaders and the international community. | have never prayed so
much or attended so many meetings, right in the comfort of my
home! | am thankful for the technology we have. It provided a
virtual platform for worship, small group study, fellowship and
prayer.

The free time allowed me to be more disciplined in spiritual
practices. Wednesdays are usually FPD (Fast-Pray-Donate) days
and they are packed with prayer requests. Many of these have
already been answered in wonderful and sometimes immediate and
amazing ways! God’s hand over all these situations is undeniable;
there is no way the outcome to these prayer requests could have
happened just by chance or coincidence!

While we were “shut in", a very dear sister called me one day to
pray and catch up. | told her about the one spiritual discipline that |
had been struggling the most with: submission. | had been trying
to practise it for many years already. Sometimes, it felt like I
would never be able to get any better. When | thought | had taken
a small step ahead, something always happened and this would
take me several steps back, which was quite frustrating... She then
reminded me of Ephesians 6:7: “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you
were serving the Lord, not men...” Although I was familiar with
these verses, she explained them to me in a new light and brought
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on a fresh perspective. The words “wholeheartedly.... not men"
have stuck with me ever since, whenever | have been tempted to
give up. Her words were timely, encouraging me to press on. God
is so faithful! It is amazing how God always provides a way out
for us in time of need, which reminds me of 1 Corinthians 10:13. |
am still striving in that discipline, there is no doubt it will be a
lifelong practice. Hopefully, with the Lord’s help, by the time I
stand face to face with HIM, I will hear Him say “job well done,
good and faithful servant!” That is my ultimate goal.

The devil never stops deceiving us with lies and doubts. We must
always be on our guard and not give in to those lies. We cannot
allow him a foothold in our hearts. We must be clothed with the
full armour of God. We must pray ceaselessly for strength, divine
guidance, and a discerning heart to stand firm in the faith. Of
course, that is not possible without the support of an army! | am
deeply grateful for my prayer partners. Some of those faithful
warriors have journeyed with me, every week, for almost two
decades now! In fact, | recently took up a Bible reading challenge
with one of them. We finished the New Testament in 40 days, and
we are now through the 60-day plan for the Old Testament.

A few weeks into the confinement, I felt burdened for my two
granddaughters in Richmond Hill who had been missing out on the
AWANA classes since March. | was prompted by the Holy Spirit to
do something about it. | talked to the girls and they agreed to meet
with me on WhatsApp for a weekly Bible study. Every Sunday,
they receive daily AWANA devotionals that they read on their own.
Then, when we meet on Wednesday, | explain the theme verses to
them and answer any questions they may have. We memorize
Bible verses from their AWANA handbook and recite them to each
other. They love taking turns being the leader and have me recite to
them! A few weeks later, one of their cousins living in North York
also joined our study. And the following week, three more cousins
joined from Mississauga. At a recent meeting, we talked about
Heaven. During the usual Q&A time, all six of them confirmed
that they knew, for sure, they would be with Jesus one day, because
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they had all accepted Jesus in their heart! God is so gracious and
merciful to our family! There is an indescribable joy seeing those
six young faces looking back at me on the screen! 1 can never
thank God enough for allowing me to minister to the grandchildren!
I also want to thank my army of warriors for supporting me
through prayers in this ministry!  Their prayers have been
paramount in helping me handle distractions and overcome
temptations. The pressure is on me! Now, more than ever, | feel
the urgency to study the Bible at a deeper level myself, so that |
can teach them the truth. | pray they become deeply rooted and
well grounded in the Word of God! | pray they grow up to be men
and women after God's own heart! Since | failed to raise my own
children with biblical values, | see this as a second chance. I cannot
repeat the same mistake with the next generation! “Train a child
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn
from it. Proverbs 22: 6.” I can praise and sing of God's mercies
that are new every morning. Great is His faithfulness!

These unprecedented times have opened the door to a great
opportunity! For me, the social or physical distancing has turned
into spiritual closeness with God and the next generation. A real

Oh, hey there! i What's up,
) friend?

blessing in disguise! All glory
to God! | echo the words of
King David: | will exalt you, my o

God, the King; 1 will praise your /) @ ~
name forever and ever. Every c c . i
day I will praise you and extol \ :
your name forever and ever! -

Great is the Lord and most

worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. May His name
be lifted on high, all the time!
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Love is patient, love is kind.
It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking,
: it Is not easily angered,
it Keeps no record of wrongs.
1 Corinthians 13:4-5
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